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April 24, 2020 

 

 

Dear Liberty Students, Parents and Community: 
 

We hope this letter finds all of you safe and healthy as we continue to follow Governor Inslee’s 
Stay Home, Stay Healthy order which is set to expire on May 4th.  We are also continuing to 
navigate and improve on our Continuous Distance Learning Model following the closure of all 
schools in Washington State on March 13th.   
 

We understand this scenario has been difficult for students, parents, community members, and 
our teachers.  At Liberty we strive to provide a learning environment of high expectations, as 
well as positive relationships with our students and a rigorous curriculum.  Unfortunately at this 
time with our buildings closed, maintaining continued growth with our students has been 
challenging for everyone.   
 

Our success in the classroom was acknowledged yesterday by the State Board of 
Education.  Liberty High School was recognized for Achievement in the areas of English 
Language Arts and Graduation for the 2018-2019 school year.  You can find the full press 
release at the SBE website. Congratulations to our students, our K-12 teachers, 
parents/guardians, and community.  This is a prestigious award for all the Liberty Community to 
be proud of.  We are proud of everyone for their hard work and dedication to make this possible. 
 

Throughout this closure students and families have continued to show patience, flexibility, and 
grace as the District has navigated these challenging times following guidance from the Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI).  We appreciate your patience and understanding 
and we look forward to continuing our partnership throughout the rest of this school year and 
beyond, looking forward to starting the next school year in August 2020. 
 

One of the areas of your great patience has been the issue of grading.  Grades are an important 
part of school, motivators for some, and show validation of mastering a subject area.  OSPI 
provided guidance on grading to all school districts on April 21.  Over the last three days grading 
teams worked extremely hard to understand this guidance and provide the best grading system 
for all our students here at Liberty.   
 

mailto:bbaum@libertysd.us
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Junior High and High School Grading 

 
Will students earn letter grades? 
Yes, students will earn letter grades A-D for semester 2 of the 2019-2020 school year.  Students 
who are engaged in our continuous learning model will continue to earn letter grades.     
 

Can students fail a class? 
No, students who have not earned a passing grade for semester 2 will receive a grade of “I” 
Incomplete for semester 2.  Students who are not engaged in continuous learning could earn an 
Incomplete for their semester grade as well.    
 

What is an Incomplete? 
A student who earns an Incomplete will have an opportunity to engage in the curriculum that 
would convert the Incomplete to a letter grade A-D for the semester.  Students and families will 
have due process rights to appeal any Incomplete at the end of the semester.   
 

Can my student improve their grade? 
Yes, students have the opportunity to improve their current third quarter grade to a higher grade 
for the semester.  Completed assignments will be entered in the gradebook.  Students may 
improve their grade based on how well they perform in each individual class.  A student may 
improve from a  B-A, C-B, or a D-C.     
 

Do students need to engage in their learning? 
Yes, all students are expected to be engaged with classwork their teacher has provided to them 
through our Continuous Learning model.  Students should try to the best of their ability to 
complete assignments.      
 

What if my student can’t engage in the learning? 
If your student for whatever reason is unable to engage in distance learning please 
communicate this to your student’s teacher and/or building principal.  Communication with the 
school will help avoid students receiving an Incomplete for the semester.    
 

Will grades go on my transcript?  
Yes, all semester 2 grades A-D will be recorded on each student’s transcript.  All student 
transcripts in the State of Washington will have a COVID-19 indicator for this semester.  This 
indicator will designate this grade was earned during a Global Pandemic.  
 

Elementary Grading   

What will the K-6 grading policy be for the 3rd and 4th quarters? Grading at the elementary 
school is standards-based, which means students are taught lessons and activities based 
around essential standards. After the standards are presented, taught, practiced and 
implemented, the classroom teachers assess how well each student has met each standard 
using a 4 point scale with 4 being the highest. When our school was forced to close on March 
16th, the teachers were in the process of determining progress toward standards for each 
student during the 3rd quarter. As a result, the 3rd quarter grades were unable to be  



 

completed.  Through extended learning at home, our teachers will also be unable to fully assess 
student achievement for the 4th quarter. 

What will report cards/grades look like for my student?  Report cards will not be sent home 

at the conclusion of the school year. Instead, throughout the remainder of the school year an 

emphasis will be placed around providing feedback on the most pertinent standards for each 

grade level. This will be done through various learning platforms determined by the classroom 

teachers. Work provided by teachers is designed to focus on building a strong foundation for the 

next grade level.  

Will students have to repeat the same grade?  All elementary students will be promoted to 
the next grade for the 2020-21 school year unless there was previous discussion between the 
parents and a student’s teacher about repeating the same grade for next year. 

We understand that the current extended learning from home model is not ideal and that many 
of our students will not have progressed to the point we would normally have expected by the 
end of the school year. With that in mind, the teachers and staff understand that in the fall, we 
will need to review, revisit, and reteach many of the standards our students normally learn from 
March to June. 

Again, thank you all for your patience, understanding and support during this difficult 
time.  Please don’t hesitate to contact the school or your child’s teachers if/when you have 
questions.  The Liberty community has been greatly supportive of our school district over the 
years and right now, the Liberty Staff want to be as supportive as we can to our Liberty 
Community. 

Stay safe! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Brett Baum,  

Superintendent/K-8 Principal 


